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If. Part of a Letter from Mr. Edward Floyd , 
Cim. Afhm, Oxon, To Dr. M, Lifter ^ gi- 
*ving an Account of Locufts lately obfer^ed ia 

Wales. 



SIR, 

'KT' O U have probibly been already informed ^xoiVl 
\ Lnie other Parts of the Kingdom, of (warms 
of Locujis that have lately appeared on our Brttijh 
Coafts. Howe'/er becaufe I am not certain that they 
have been obferved elfcwhere, I fhall take this Occafion 
of giving you what Account I can at prefenr, of {om^ 
that have been fecn in Wales. As far as I have be^n 
yet informed, tliey were firft (een on the xoth, o{ Oth* 
her^ fcattered about the Fieids in Marthery Parifh, Pern- 
Irokejhire, wh^re they were generally taken notice of, 
at firft, becaufe of the unfeafonablenefs of the time for 
Gra(hoppers,- but afterwards, for that upon further Ex- 
amination, they found them diflindl from our Englifh 
Grafhoppers, in bignefs, colour, ^c. I ccu'd not learn 
that any of th^m have been feen flying in that Country; 
but from North Waks I \m informed that two vaft 
fwarms of them had been i^o^vi in the Air not far from 
Dol-gelheu^ a Market- Town of Merionydh Jhire, I can- 
not allure you of the time when ilielc ll) irg Locufts 
were obfervcd, but by the date of my Fricnd'b Lei re r, (^c. 
I guef^ t\\\x. ic was near the fame time that thofe others 
of Pemhroke-lhire !iad been taken notice of in tlie Fieids. 
What pare of ch^ World thefe Creatures fliculd come 
from, I muff Jcave to your ConjecSlure; in .h" mean 
time I Cdn alTurc you tint they are of the ytxj (Irne 
Species with (omt African Locu/is in my Cufiody in the 
Mujeum\ for which (and many ether valuable Curio- 
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fitics) v/c afe obliged to that very Inquillcivc and In- 
geeioos Gentle maOj Mr. % Atdrey^ S. R. S, v/ho received 
tliem fomc Years fincc from Tangier, As yet I have but 
one fent me out of Wales, which you nuy Command if 
you plcafe, for I expect fliortly raore of them. 

This Pilgrim-Locuft I call, Lomfia erratka^ alk kh 
ihpcollm aiUnJiar pe/Imidk, retkdatk mamiu confperfis^ 
It is in length (from the Head to the tips of the Wings) 
three Inches and i, of a reddifh colour aJl overj except 
the Wings, As to the Head and Caputium^ it refembks 
the Fourth Figure of Mmfetm. The Eyes are promi- 
nent and very large, fomewliat of the form and bignefs 
of Gromwel-feedsj of a reddifli colour^elegantly ftreaked* 
T\m Antemm B.m broken (o that I can fay nothing of 
the length of them : They are about the bignefs of a 
Hog's briftlcj and curioufly ^nkukted. As to the 
LegSj the firft pair are not quire an Inch long ; the fe- 
cond, fomewhat above that length ; but the third two 
Inches and i. Thefe hind-legs are very beautiful ; for 
the Thighs are hexangular, and elegandy fcaled on the 
outfide, with a black Lift extended lengthways through 
the raidft of them. The Ihanks are of a lively red co- 
lour, adorned on the hind-parc with two orders of fmal! 
Iharp prickles, placed not oppofite to each others, but 
alternately. The Wiogs arc about three fnches long^ 
refembling very much thofe of the larger Likffm, or 
Dragon-flies, but all over garniflied ( the outer Wings 
at leaft ) with reticulated tJa^k fpors. 

I fee not much reafon to doubt but that thefe are the 
very km^ Specks of L^cuds, fo Famous in Hiflory for 
their ?/andring ovit, and depopulating whole Regions. 

In Pimy^ Lik xi c. xxix. we ^ind the.'^e words, —S^- 
Mmfue okamham fdkiti JpeBamikus popniis ne Jkm ope-^ 
riant terras. S^0ciMntJMippe vires ; & tmqmm parum 
^t maria trmffe^ immeHf^s traUm perrM.mt^ diraqae mef- 
fihus cmtegmt mh ^ mulm cmtach ^durentes ; Omnia 
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nro morfu er^Je^tes^ & f^res pm^ie teclorum. Itdiam 
ex Africa wiaximi coortiM, infeltMnt, f^pe popuk ad Si- 
iyliim cmcio remedia confugere^ impimmeta, Novv whe- 
ther thiswHlta contadu adureniei makes any thing for 
the firing or ttie Haj-ricks I queflion. For I fir. uld bes^e tht 
apt to. oriJerftand ihofe words, as if they meant only^''^'''^-^ 
Exarefachm^ and perhaps Poyfoniogj not down rigat ^' ""^^ 
Firi'^g or Comluftim. 

fukm Oifequens in iik^ pr&digiffmm^ p. 6^. Edir. Btf. 
1599, Lomfiamm ingentia agmim i# Africa^ qum a W9ft0 
in mart dejecls^ fiutiihufyue ejeiim, 0dore intokraiili Cy^ ^' 
renii mortifero vapor e gravem peftikniiam fecerunt pecori^ 
hminumqm DCCC millia conjumpta tah^ proditum efi. 

I was fufpicious of this at rhe very firO: readiog of 
Mr, >„ l,irLe.,cr, and therefore wxij to him .he fery 
fame day i writ to you and Mr^^^, to examine the 
Sea Algm and Fuci for dead Locufis, 

The like Account a!fo Mouf cites out of Otho Frifin- 
genju. — Tandem vir)> in Mare Britannicim fiMatm 
ventorurr^ vi^ fluBihm ohruehardur. Sed mfttt Oceani in 
Vitus rejeBce aerem infecerunt^ pefiemque aniecBa feme 
non minus f^vam intulcrunt. And which comes nearer 
to our purpofe, in Mouf. p. 1x3. Poflea per Gerrmmam 
err antes ad Mediolanenfem uf^ue agrum iter ceperunt^eoque 
depaflo in Pokniam & Silejiam revertehzvtur. Tandem 
Menfe Novemori {tarn dm enim vixerant . vt frigoru vi 
tahefaSlae maximum fcetorem excitarmt^ & nifi fmhm 
aprifque Sylvefirihtu pahulo fuijfent^ non minus pefie gra- 
viffimi quam fame tarn Germanos quam Itatos affeciffet. 
But in Wales there are no Creatures to devour thcm^ 
^inlefe the Badgers and Crows may take off (bme. 
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